
The Episcopal Diocese of the 
Susquehanna Amendments to the 

Canons for 2027 
 

ITEM 1 
Title I, Canon 1, Section 1.b Lay Delegates 
 
Rationale: It was discovered that in determining the number of lay delegates to convention, that 

the last two categories are ambiguous at best in that determination. The proposed language 

removes the apparent overlap between the two. 

 

Sponsored by The Constitution and Canons Committee. 

 

Current: 

b. Lay Delegates 
1. Each Parish and each Mission shall elect one Lay Delegate to the Convention. 

Additional Lay Delegates may be elected based on Average Weekly Engagement as 

defined by and reported in the most recent Parochial Report. Each Parish and each 

Mission shall elect Lay Alternates equal in number to the Lay Delegates to which they 

are entitled. 

Average Weekly Engagement (additional delegates) 

50 - 100 1 (one) Lay Delegate 

101-150 2 (two) Lay Delegates 

151-200 3 (three) Lay Delegates 

200+ 4 (four) Lay Delegates 

 

Proposed: 
b. Lay Delegates 
1. Each Parish and each Mission shall elect one Lay Delegate to the Convention. 

Additional Lay Delegates may be elected based on Average Weekly Engagement as 

defined by and reported in the most recent Parochial Report. Each Parish and each 

Mission shall elect Lay Alternates equal in number to the Lay Delegates to which they 

are entitled. 

Average Weekly Engagement (additional delegates) 

50 - 100 1 (one) Lay Delegate 

101-150 2 (two) Lay Delegates 

151-200 3 (three) Lay Delegates 

201 or more 4 (four) Lay Delegates 



 

Amendments (cont.) 

 
ITEM 2 
Title IV, Canon 2, Sec. 1 
 
Rationale: Based on current communication technology and the ability of the Constitution and 

Canons Committee to work via email and meet virtually, the times to propose amendments to 

the Canons be changed to reflect that. 

 

Sponsored by The Constitution and Canons Committee 

 

Current 
Sec. 1. All Diocesan Convention Resolutions, other than Diocesan Convention Resolutions 

originating with the Committee on Constitution and Canons, to amend the Constitution or 

the Canons of the Diocese shall be referred without debate to the Committee on 

Constitution and Canons no later than six (6) months before the next meeting of the 

Convention for consideration, and a report of its recommendations submitted to Diocesan 

Clergy and Clerks of Vestries no later than four (4) months before the Convention. 

Comments, if any, on such recommendations received by the Committee no later than three 

(3) months before the Convention shall be reviewed by the Committee. Further changes, if 

any proposed by the Committee, shall be circulated to Clergy and Clerks of Vestries no later 

than two (2) months before the Convention. 

 

Proposed: 
Sec. 1. All Diocesan Convention Resolutions, other than Diocesan Convention Resolutions 

originating with the Committee on Constitution and Canons, to amend the Constitution or 

the Canons of the Diocese shall be referred without debate to the Committee on 

Constitution and Canons no later than ten (10) weeks before the next meeting of the 

Convention for consideration, and a report of its recommendations submitted to Diocesan 

Clergy and Clerks of Vestries no later than six (6) weeks before the Convention. 

Comments, if any, on such recommendations received by the Committee no later than three 

(3) weeks before the Convention shall be reviewed by the Committee. Further changes, if 

any proposed by the Committee, shall be circulated to Clergy and Clerks of Vestries no later 

than two (2) weeks before the Convention. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Amendments (cont.) 

 
ITEM 3 
Rationale 
 

At the 2025 Annual Convention, an amendment to remove the January deadline in Attachment 1: 
Parish Bylaws in Effect Immediately Prior to Reunification of Congregations in the Legacy Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem for Parish Meetings was passed. Due to requirements of the Episcopal 

Church USA, an open deadline may interfere with providing information to the National Church 

in a timely manner. It also being understandable that a January requirement may be 

unreasonable, it is proposed that Parish Meetings be held within the first quarter of the calendar 

year. This amendment places that requirement in the main body of the Canons of the Episcopal 

Diocese of the Susquehanna. 

 

Sponsored by the Constitution and Canons Committee 

The Rev. Cn. Rodney Conn, Convener 

 

 

Current Canon IV, Section 1. 

 
Sec. 1. Annual Meeting 
 
Every Parish shall have an Annual Meeting, for the purpose of electing members of Vestry and 

Delegates and alternate Delegates to the Convention, and for such other purposes as may be 

specified in the parish bylaws. The parish bylaws shall specify the method of setting the date of 

the Annual Meeting, the timing and manner of providing notice of the Annual Meeting, and the 

quorum for conducting business. 

 

Proposed Amendment to add the underlined language: 

Sec. 1. Annual Meeting 

Every Parish shall have an Annual Meeting, for the purpose of electing members of Vestry and 

Delegates and alternate Delegates to the Convention, and for such other purposes as may be 

specified in the parish bylaws. The parish bylaws shall specify the method of setting the date of 

the Annual Meeting, the timing and manner of providing notice of the Annual Meeting, and the 

quorum for conducting business. The Annual Meeting shall be held no later than March 31. 


