Trinity Episcopal Church Bethlehem PA

Guided by faith, we envision a vibrant and inclusive community that nurtures spiritual
growth and promotes justice and advocacy for the most vulnerable while serving the
greater community and honoring our rich heritage.

Our Home

Trinity Church is located in the heart of the city of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, which offers
an exceptional quality of life rooted in deep faith traditions and a celebrated global legacy.
Affectionately called the "Christmas City," Bethlehem was established in 1741 by Moravian
settlers whose architectural and communal legacy downtown was recently designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Today, this history forms the backdrop for a dynamic cultural
hub that hosts premier visual and performing arts at SteelStacks and beloved annual
festivals like Musikfest, Christkindlmarkt, and the Bethlehem Bach Fest. The city benefits
from the intellectual and community resources of leading institutions like Lehigh University
and Moravian University. Bethlehem boasts a highly reasonable cost of living compared to
major East Coast metros, making its walkable neighborhoods and extensive park systems
highly accessible. With easy transit access to both New York City and Philadelphia,

Parish Profile

e Communicants in Good Standing - 124

e Average Sunday Attendance - 51 including virtual
e Budget (total operating expenses) - $315,690

e Liturgical Style and Practice - Traditional

The cornerstone for Trinity was laid on August 29, 1871. The church was open for Divine
Service January 16, 1872, by the Rt. Rev. MA DeWolfe Howe, Bishop of Central PA. Trinity
served as a community center, as well as a site for worship and education. Trinity is a
progressive, forward-thinking sanctuary in the heart of Bethlehem. Trinity is a parish that
has served as a leading advocate for social justice in the Lehigh Valley for many decades.
We believe that the call to 'seek and serve Christin all persons'is a mandate for action,
leading us to champion the inclusion of LGBTQ+ individuals, support mothers and children
in need, and provide for our neighbors facing hunger and homelessness. While we are
proud of our 150-year legacy, we are even more excited about our future. We are currently
working through the final phases of restoring and renovating our building due to a city water
main break in 2023, which has temporarily moved our worship to a neighboring church. Our


https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1468/

congregation is now preparing for a joyous 'homecoming' in mid-November 2026 to a fully
renovated, barrier-free facility designed to be a hub for music, the arts, and radical
hospitality. We are not just restoring a building; we are launching a new era of ministry.

In our Baptismal Covenant we commit ourselves "to seek and serve Christin all persons, to
strive for justice and peace among all people, and to respect the dignity of every human
being." At Trinity, these are not just empty words, but reflect our deepest desire to be a
welcoming, loving, affirming, inclusive, and diverse community. We believe that every
person has unique gifts, talents, and abilities to offer.

Our building sustained extensive damage on December 26, 2023. The city water main
connected to the hydrant directly in front of our building burst, sending hundreds of
thousands of gallons of water through the lower level, threatening the stability of the
building. It is currently being restored, repaired and renovated to better serve the
congregation and community. Renovations include an elevator and other accessibility
improvements. While the building is currently uninhabitable, the congregation remains
engaged and vibrant, worshipping in Christ Church UCC'’s building across the street. We
are expecting to return to our renovated and improved building in late 2026.

A potential leader will find a stable and generous partner in Trinity. We are blessed with a
strong financial foundation, a successful recent Capital Campaign, and a culture of
stewardship that views our 'wealth, work, and wisdom' as a joyful response to God’s
abundance. We currently offer one service on Sunday morning at 8:30 am with music at
Christ Church UCC while renovations are underway. The service is professionally
livestreamed and available on VIMEO. Music is an important feature of the life of Trinity.
Our Music Director and Artist in Residence, Aram Basmadjian, is a renowned organist. In
addition, he leads a choir made up of parishioners and professional musicians. Trinity also
has a parishioner led bell choir. As part of our renovations our Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ
has been refurbished.

Trinity is conscious of the fact that we are part of God’s wide world. For this reason, we
seek to serve our congregation, the community and the world. We address the issues of
poverty, injustice, hunger, homelessness and oppression of all kinds.

In 2024, the Outreach Committee initiated Second Sunday Collections of items required by
people in need. We have generously donated to: Second Harvest Food Bank, New Bethany,
The Hispanic American Center in Bethlehem, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School, Valley
Youth House Shelter, Last Chance Ranch animal rescue, The Emergency Sheltering
System, Allentown Rescue Mission, and Turning Point Domestic Violence Shelter and
organizations aiding refugees including National Immigration Law Center.



Requirements

We are prayerfully seeking a devoted and visionary Rector to lead us with wisdom,

compassion, and faith who is:

Spiritually grounded. Deeply rooted in their faith, with a vibrant and mature spiritual life
that guides their leadership and pastoral care.
Collaborative. A team-oriented leader who values a shared ministry, works well with
staff and lay leaders and encourages the gifts of all members, fostering unity and
promoting understanding.
Able to preach with clarity, making the gospel relevant in people’s lives while being
thought provoking and challenging.
Emotionally intelligent. A compassionate and self-aware individual who listens well,
communicates clearly and responds to challenges with wisdom and empathy.
Responsibilities
e Manage worship and celebrate liturgy according to the Book of Common Prayer.
e Oversee the work of all other participants in worship, including Associate Priests,
Verger, lay Eucharistic ministers, readers, musicians, and all others.

Help the parish grow, serve, and build relationships with the wider community.

e Work closely with our Music Director/Artist in Residence to grow our music
programs.

e Responsible for strategic leadership of the parish. Guide and encourage the Vestry
and congregation to align parish life and administration with adherence to Episcopal
Church practices.

e Oversee Christian Education and faith formation in the parish.

e Provide pastoral care for parishioners.

e Support and inspire year-round stewardship.

e Provide leadership in office and staff administration.

e Support diversity, equity and inclusion.

We invite candidate to visit our website (https://www.trinitybeth.org/) to learn more about

us.


https://www.trinitybeth.org/

